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PRESS RELEASE

April 30, 2009
UHSM maintains lower than expected 
mortality rates

From today (30 April 2009), death rates for every hospital trusts in the country will be published on the NHS Choices website. 

UHSM, the Trust that runs Wythenshawe Hospital and provides many services at Withington Community Hospital, has a ‘lower than expected’ death rate, even when adjusted for the complicated and specilaist services offered by Wythenshawe Hospital.  

Hospital Standardised Mortality Rates (HSMR) are a key indicator of clinical standards. UHSM’s HSMR is 90.3 – which means that our survival rates are significantly higher than would be expected and are amongst the best in the North West.

Julian Hartley, Interim Chief Executive of UHSM, says: “We are committed to providing clean, safe care and the highest standards of clinical excellence for all of our patients, every time. We have, for a number of years, maintained lower than expected mortality rates which should go a long way to reassuring our patients that, no matter how serious their treatment, patients should expect excellent outcomes.”

HSMR is a statistical calculation which compares the overall rate of deaths within an NHS trust with a national benchmark. The calculation takes account of the type of cases treated in the Trust. The national standard HSMR is 100, meaning that an NHS Trust with a ratio below 100 had fewer deaths than would be expected, given the types of cases treated by the organisation.

The table of survival rates for each Trust in England is available on NHS Choices (www.nhs.uk) alongside a detailed methodology of how HMSRs are calculated. The move to publish HSMRs on NHS Choices follows announcements in recent weeks in relation to Mid Staffordshire Hospital. 

– Ends –

About HSMRs
The rates are calculated from routinely collected hospital data and refer to the number of patients who died in hospital within a one year period. The data released today refers to the period July 2007 to July 2008. The calculation compares the number of deaths for an NHS Trust with the number of deaths that would be expected for the trust based on the type of cases treated (specifically, it is the actual number of deaths divided by the expected number of deaths, multiplied by 100).  

The HSMR can be compared to 100, which is the national figure.  An NHS Trust with a ratio below 100 had fewer deaths than would be expected, given the types of cases treated by the organisation. Conversely, trusts with a rate above 100 will have had more deaths than would be expected.

The HSMR for each trust has been adjusted to take into account a range of factors that can affect mortality rates, but which are beyond the control of the individual trust – the age and sex of the patient, for example, or whether they had another medical condition. 

About NHS Choices

NHS Choices, www.nhs.uk, is the official national website of the NHS. The most health website in the UKI, it acts as a front door to local health services, including a range of comparative information,  and provides a comprehensive A_Z of medical conditions. 

Media contact: 

Caroline Johnson, PR & Communications Manager, tel: 0161 291 4276, email: caroline.johnson@uhsm.nhs.uk or Laura Parker, PR & Communications Officer, tel: 0161 291 2886 or email: laura.parker@uhsm.nhs.uk.  
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