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PRESS RELEASE

Tuesday 2 June 2009

UHSM recommended as Burns Care ‘Supra-Centre’ for the 

North of England
The Northern Burn Care Network has today announced its recommendation that UHSM (Wythenshawe Hospital) become a ‘Supra Regional Burn Care Centre’ for adults for the whole of the North of England, Isle of Man and North Wales.

The creation of ‘Supra-Regional Burn Centres’ is the first step in a major national exercise aimed at ensuring that all burn injury patients are treated in the most appropriate setting. 

The designation of ‘Supra-Regional Burn Centres’ relates only to the most serious and complex burn injuries – approximately 45 - 55 adults and 11 - 22 children across the North of England each year.  Less serious burns will continue to be treated in Regional Burn Centres and Burn Facilities. The Supra-Regional Centres will also provide care for their local burn care patients.

UHSM is one of three leading hospital trusts in the North to be recommended to care for most serious and complex injuries: the others are Central Manchester University Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust (Paediatric Supra-Regional Burn Care Centre) and Mid Yorkshire Hospitals NHS Trust (Adult Supra-Regional Burn Care Centre). 
Wythenshawe Hospital’s Burn Centre admits around 300 new patients per year, many with severe burns. The Centre provides a 28-bed dedicated ward with up to five high-dependency patient beds that enable ventilated patients to be managed within the centre. There is also a dedicated burns theatre within the centre and facilities for the rehabilitation of patients with major burns. There is also a very active research programme of new treatments which means that patients have access to new products that may aid wound healing/scarring and rehabilitation through clinical trials. 
Mr Ken Dunn, Consultant in Burns Care at UHSM, says: “This will lead to a significant improvement in the Northern Burn Care Network’s ability to offer a sustainable high quality service for patients.”
The idea of ‘stratifying’ burn care services across England and Wales was first put forward in the National Burn Care Review 2001, which was critical of the then standards of burn care in the UK, deeming that many injuries were being admitted to general hospitals under the care of non-specialists; and that too many units were admitting major injuries on an occasional basis.

That review – ‘Standards and Strategy for Burn Care’ – was carried out by burn care and related clinicians and was supported by the British Burn Association and, subsequently, by the Department of Health.

Today’s recommendation follows a lengthy round of option appraisal, engagement with stakeholders – including clinicians, users and carers – and independent reviews. Relevant criteria were weighted and scored, and each option was looked at against the criteria which included issues such as 24-hour access to trauma services and a suitable operating theatre; the availability of an on-site heli-pad; easy access by road and public transport for both ‘blue light’ vehicles and visitors, as well as the provision of facilities for families and visitors, including overnight accommodation.

The final recommendations will now go forward to the three Specialised Commissioning Groups and Health Commission Wales for approval and to the National Burn Care Group for endorsement in June.  
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UHSM’s Burns Centre

· Although the Centre admits around 300 new patients per year, patients may remain under the care of our specialist staff for a number of months or years as rehabilitation and scar management is required to return patients to optimum function. 
· This service is host to the UK National Burn Injury Database, the British Burn Association Secretariat and the Burn Care Standards website.
· The unit has published extensively in the areas of management of burns, scarring, microsurgery and wound healing.
The Northern Burn Care Network was established towards the end of 2007 following a national review of burn care services across England and Wales. The Network covers the geographical area of the North of England, North Wales and the Isle of Man, and spans three Strategic Health Authorities – NHS North West, NHS North East, NHS Yorkshire and the Humber, as well as Health Commission Wales. The Network is responsible for overseeing the quality of burn care services across its area; monitoring the implementation of the new National Burn Care Standards, and for providing clinical and general advice to the regional Specialised Commissioning Groups.

The North West Specialised Commissioning Group (NWSCG) is one of three Specialised Commissioning Groups across the Northern Network region. Its membership comprises all 24 North West PCTs and it oversees the commissioning of specialised services by the North West Specialised Commissioning Team, which acts on the NWSCG’s behalf. 

The National Burn Care Review – Standards and Strategy for Burn Care, A Review of Burn Care in the British Isles’ was published in 2001. To view the report in full see www.bapras.org.uk/UploadFiles/National%20Burn%20Care%20Review.pdf
Media contact: 

Caroline Johnson, Communications Manager, tel: 0161 291 4276, email: caroline.johnson@uhsm.nhs.uk or Laura Parker, Communications Officer, tel: 0161 291 2886 or email: laura.parker@uhsm.nhs.uk.  [image: image1.png]
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