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Since October 2008, when Alan North asked me to lead our application for AHSC status,
MAHSC has been a significant part of my life. The esprit de corps shown by the partners
that was so important to our success in the process is the very essence of an AHSC and the
synergy we strive for. | have been very closely involved with the day-to-day operations of
MAHSC, not only more recently as interim Director, but during post-designation when the
foundations of the organisation were being laid. MAHSC is different from the other AHSCs
in that it truly represents health sciences rather than medicine and was prescient in its
systemic, non-centric community and primary care approach.

Possession of an AHSC is the greatest opportunity that Manchester has to establish itself
at the forefront both nationally and internationally in health and healthcare research and
healthcare delivery. The enthusiasm that the Clinical Academic Section Leads have
embraced their remit with is highly encouraging, as was demonstrated at our Away Day in
February. Genuine networks have been developed around Manchester bringing together
researchers and clinicians from all partners to address conditions as diverse as dementia
and cardiac disease. We are beginning to harness our strengths across the conurbation.
Parochialism, which for so long has held us back, is declining in the face of a need to
challenge as a unified Manchester brand. This is analogous to the strengths which reside
in a Great Britain team at the Olympics rather than the four individual home nations
competing separately. The structures that will allow the Clinical Academic Sections to
realise their ambition are being expertly marshalled by the Enabling Academic Section
Leads providing joined up approaches in everything from bio-banks to education.

| have no doubt that MAHSC is on an upward trajectory. We are starting to glimpse tangible
success which could not have been achieved before designation. Two examples are the
collegial approach to the current BRC/BRU application process and the development of the
MAHSC Research Office. The key challenge will be aligning MAHSC structures with those of
the University's Faculty of Medical and Human Sciences. At the same time we should not
forget that MAHSC represents far more than that one Faculty and is the NHS/ healthcare
delivery interface of the research ideas and discoveries emanating from all reaches of the
University. Further, we should be aware that Manchester's expertise in health sciences
resides not only within the seven founding partners but is present in other HEls and NHS
Trusts in Greater Manchester and further afield. Indeed, MAHSC represents the North West
in this regard.

Sadly this is my last Director’s Diary as | hand over the MAHSC leadership baton to lan
Jacobs. | wish lan every success as Head of the organisation. The team —
is strong, enthusiastic and capable of great things. | would particularly ) )
like to thank Linda Magee for her support over my past nine months as C/ li
Director and Sam Ryder who has worked with me from the first draft of ~ . )2 .
the application for AHSC designation and more than anyone has Chrie Griffiths
shared the stresses as well as the rewards of the journey.
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Member Successes

A group of Manchester genetic medicine
researchers and doctors have identified a
completely new inherited childhood disorder that
can be treated with a vitamin, helping to prevent
anaemia and epilepsy. The condition is caused by
an inherited change in an important enzyme
called dihydrofolate reductase. The identification
of the specific genetic change has lead to
treatment with a form of folate vitamin. Dr
Siddharth Banka, funded by a 3-year £185,000
NIHR Manchester Biomedical Research Centre
Fellowship, led the research study, working
closely with Dr Bill Newman and Dr Simon Jones.
The findings have been published in the
prestigious American Journal of Human
Genetics.
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Dr Nicholas Webb and his team at the Wellcome Trust
Children’s Clinical Research Facility recently screened
the first global participant in a worldwide trial looking
into the effectiveness of paricalcitol, a vitamin D
receptor activator, in children with chronic kidney
disease.

55 sites around the world are seeking to determine
how effectively and safely the drug lowers parathyroid
hormone levels. These are elevated in children with
chronic kidney disease and contribute to the
development of renal bone disease.

This significant achievement follows a string of global
firsts for the specialist children’s research facility,

which has had overwhelming success since opening in §
2009 at the Royal Manchester Children’s Hospital.

Six young biomedical researchers from The University of
Manchester and Central Manchester University Hospitals are off
to leading US and Canadian universities as part of an
international programme to boost their skills, funded by the NIHR
Manchester Biomedical Research Centre's Academy for Training
and Education.

The scholarships have been funded, worth £93,000 in total, to
help the researchers study for four months at the prestigious
university medical schools. Jim Pritchett, Tracy Briggs, Peter
Sipos, Theodora Nikolaidou and Oliver Monfredi (pictured) and
Mohammed Chowdhury will work with world-leading professors in
their chosen fields to learn the latest research techniques and
then bring these back to Manchester.

Prof Neil Hanley, who heads the Academy for Training and
Education, said: “These researchers are among our brightest
and best, and this is an exciting opportunity for them to work
with leading global scientists. This experience will also stand
them in very good stead when they apply for fellowships and
funding at the next stage of their careers. We are very grateful to
our US and Canadian collaborators for hosting these training
visits, and are confident that our researchers will bring back
valuable knowledge to share with BRC colleagues.”

One of the world’s leading biochemical scientists has moved to
Manchester to head an innovative £3 million unit dedicated to
developing new drugs to prevent or treat age-related conditions
such as diabetes, dementia and heart disease.

Prof Cooper, pictured, leads the NIHR Manchester Biomedical
Research Centre's new CADET facility, and is a world-leading expert
in drug discovery. He has published over 200 articles in leading
journals, been listed as inventor on more than 40 patents and
discovered several new drugs to treat diabetes. In the last year
alone, these drugs were used to treat more than 700,000 patients
in the United States.

“The Centre for Advanced Discovery and Experimental Therapeutics
is more than just a facility, it's a different philosophy and approach
to finding out what causes diseases, how they progress in the body
and how we can prevent or treat them,” said Prof Cooper. "This was
the major attraction for me in coming to Manchester, where CADET
is the link between laboratory scientists at the University and
patients on the hospital wards.

"The Biomedical Research Centre has
achieved a significant amount in three years.
It's the ideal place to develop new approaches
to predicting and preventing disease, and also
to pursue techniques to repair and regenerate
organs such as the heart, kidneys, arteries
and eyes which may have been damaged by
diseases like diabetes."

Research led by Dr Fiona Blackhall, a Consultant at The Christie Senior Clinical Lecturer in the School of Cancer and Enabling Sciences
at The University of Manchester, featured in national and international newspapers in March. Fiona was joint author in a study into a
new technique that could help improve diagnosis and treatment options for lung cancer patients. It involves counting the number of
tumour cells in blood samples before and after chemotherapy, allowing doctors to establish how well patients are responding to
treatment. The technique is an improvement on a current diagnosis test that is invasive and can only be carried out once. It is hoped
the research could lead to future developments in understanding how the disease develops.
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Salford Royal's Clinical Trials Unit (CTU) is delighted to welcome Dr Jane Mooney as
their new CLRN-funded Research Physician. Jane joins the unit with a
pharmacological and clinical medicine background and is looking forward to
supporting NIHR portfolio studies in the expanding Clinical Trials Team.

The post provides an interesting and exciting opportunity for Jane to fulfil the role
of Sub-Investigator and to expand her knowledge and experience of Clinical
Research within an established and dedicated Clinical Trials infrastructure.

The CTU currently consists of 10 research nurse posts, management structure with
administrative and health care support. The unit has recently moved to purpose

built premises providing 7 treatment/examination areas plus infrastructure to
support a diverse range of both academic and commercial research. Jane will work g
with a range of internationally recognised Key Opinion Leaders and Specialist
Consultants across the Trust.

The Christie has been accredited as a European Centre of § Professor Ludwig Neyses has been elected onto the board of the
Excellence by the European Neuroendocrine Tumour prestigious Heart Failure Association, part of the European Society of

Society. Cardiology (ESC).

They are one of just 12 centres across Europe and the Professor Neyses is the first representative from Manchester to join the
second in the UK (Royal Free Hospital in London was the board, which comprises a pan-European group of leading scientists and
first accredited unit). clinicians.

Dr Juan Valle leads this multi-disciplinary service for very He is pleased to be able to represent UK colleagues on the board, and to
rare tumours. help shape European policy on heart failure.

Following an external audit The Christie has been officially Dr Andrew Renehan has been awarded the Hunterian
accredited as a Comprehensive Cancer Centre (providing services, Professorship from the Royal College of Surgeons of England.
research and education).

The Hunterian Professorship is awarded annually to members of
They scored a high level of compliance, 95% of the overall OECI the Royal College and past recipients have included many key
quality standard. They were praised for being a performance names in British surgery such as Alexander Fleming.
driven organization and for their continuity of care, professional
and dedicated staff and effective multi-disciplinary teams, clinical  Hunterian Chairs are awarded for outstanding research or for
research department, patient information and education material.  lifetime achievement, across all surgical specialties.

Over 100 A-Level students recently visited CMFT and The University of Manchester to find out more about genetics research. The stu-
dents gained a real insight in to the world of research.

Nowgen, A Centre for Genetics in Healthcare, part of the NIHR Manchester Biomedical Research Centre, recently organised two ‘Meet
the Scientists’ days for A-level Biology students. This is the first year that these exciting workshops have taken place and they were a
great success.

A range of scientists from the University of Manchester and Central Manchester University Hospital NHS Foundation Trust volunteered to
take part. At CMFT, staff showed the students around some of the laboratories; the genetic medicine department and the new facilities
at the Centre for Advanced Discovery and Experimental Therapeutics (CADET). Students also discussed the wider implications of genet
ics research and ethical dilemmas.

The first of three Systems Biology Workshops ran successfully from Feb 14th-18th at the Congratulations to Manchester Cancer

University of Manchester. The workshop was entitled “The Dynamics of Disease - A Work- Research Centre, who recently

shop on Medical Systems Biology”. celebrated their 5th anniversary at an
event.

Topics included human brain rhythms, drug design and the modeling of cancers illustrated

through a combination of lectures and hands-on sessions. The key people from the founding
partner organisations attended, along

The next workshop is planned for November 2011, and a third for September 2012. with approximately 75 fundraisers from
Cancer Research UK (CR-UK),
Breakthrough Breast Cancer & The
Christie.




Research (NIHR) Manchester Biomedical Research Centre, is request to the
pleased to announce two exciting new professional training MAHSC office. Our
COUrses. contact details are

Tuesday 14 June listed below.
At Cancer Research UK's Shine event, ‘Fundamentals of next generation
Manchester will be illuminated as participants sequencing’
take to the city streets in an inspirational This new course is aimed at researchers, clinicians and
procession of light, passing landmarks such as scientists from industry, academia and the NHS who are new
Old Trafford and the Paterson Institute for Cancer @ to next generation sequencing (NGS) and require an overview
Research. This follows the success of the of the basics.
inaugural Shine event in April 2010.

Shine Event - Sunday 1 May

Wednesday 15 June ‘Next generation sequencing bioinfor-
matics’
It is hoped that 7,500 men and women will again

choose to put their best foot forward and raise
£1.8 million to support research. Participants can
choose a full or half marathon night-time route.

This course is aimed at researchers, clinicians and scientists
from the NHS, academia and industry who are using next
generation sequencing (NGS) and require an introduction to
the downstream bioinformatics analysis.

For more information on these stories and more from the Te” MAHSC / aSk MAHSC
MAHSC members, see the following websites:
http://www.manchester.ac.uk/aboutus/news/ Are you a MAHSC member with a good news story about your organisation,
http:// hristie.nhs.uk/press/default.as your team or an individual? Let us know and we will try to feature you. Please
2 email with subject line *‘MAHSC newsletter’. Have
hito//www.uhsm.nhs.uk/News/ a look on the MAHSC website for further information
S /www.mhsc.nhs.uk
http://www.srft.nhs.uk MAHSC 'HQ' is hosted by the University’s Faculty of Medical & Human
www.salford- nhs.uk/N : ion= Sciences (FMHS) on the 4™ Floor of the Simon Building. We can be contacted
http://www.cmft.nhs.uk/trust/latest-news.aspx on 0161 306 0639 or via email at

Information contained in this newsletter is taken from public domain sources or provided by MAHSC partners. Whilst we endeavour to ensure that
information is factual and for public dissemination, MAHSC accepts no responsibility for any errors. Opinions, conclusions and other information in
this newsletter that do not relate to the official business of MAHSC CLG shall be understood as neither given nor endorsed by it. We reserve the right
not to publish information sent to us or to edit content in the interests of newsletter length. Please ensure that any information provided to MAHSC
for this newsletter is approved by any relevant organisations, for example funding bodies or sponsors, with regard to content and confidentiality etc.

MAHSC is a partnership between The University of Manchester, Central Manchester University Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust,
Manchester Mental Health and Social Care Trust, NHS Salford (Salford Primary Care Trust), Salford Royal NHS Foundation Trust,

The Christie NHS Foundation Trust, and University Hospital of South Manchester NHS Foundation Trust.




